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Growing Community Engagement

On January 17, two hundred and fifty community
members – comprised of a rare blend of business and
civic leaders, residents, and public officials - filled the
Arthrex Innovation Conference Center for the
inaugural SWFL Climate and Community Summit. As
the conference lights dimmed, all eyes turned to The
Urgency of Now, a film commissioned specifically to
open the Summit. Featuring interviews with local
climate experts, the film vividly depicts regional climate
challenges, including the impacts of Hurricane Ian,
and some of the solutions we can employ to protect
our paradise. It was a poignant opening to an event
that sought not simply to inform our community about
climate challenges, but to actively engage participants
in identifying resilience and sustainability strategies
and tangible actions to implement them.
 
Sponsored by Hertz, FGCU, Collier Community
Foundation, Conservancy of Southwest Florida, and
Collaboratory, and managed by Growing Climate
Solutions and Priority Marketing, the 5.5-hour event
included a luncheon panel on resilient rebuilding
organized in collaboration with the SWFL Chapter of
the Urban Land Institute. Solutions strategy sessions
called on facilitators to guide 23 table-top
conversations addressing 10 topics, as well as an
afternoon plenary where attendees individually voted
on selected strategies. The result was a ranking of the
most popular strategy solutions by topic, available at
www.swflclimate.org/summit. Recordings of most
Summit sessions are available on our YouTube
channel.

Read More...(1.5 minute read)

 



Watch The Urgency of Now

The Urgency of Now debuted at the
Inaugural SWFL Climate & Community
Summit. Created specifically for the
Summit by KC Schulberg of Collier
Waterkeepers, this film spotlights the
exigency of our climate challenges and
solutions to address them.

See the Video

 
Greener Living: Act Now!

Participate in Important
Resilience Research!

The University of South Florida and
affiliated researchers, including
faculty at FGCU, are studying
household responses to hurricane
information and evacuation decisions,
particularly regarding Hurricane Ian.
The team is collecting data from our
SWFL residents on preparedness
measures, risk perception, and
evacuation decision-making in
response to Hurricane Ian. Responses
collected will be added and compared
to six years worth of metrics from
communities affected by prior
hurricanes impacting the U.S.
mainland coastal states, Puerto Rico,
and the U.S. Virgin Islands.  Results
are expected to improve future
communication through education,
outreach, messaging, and resources
during future hurricane seasons. 
 
The survey takes approximately 10-15
minutes.

To access the survey, click HERE

OR  

Join the SWFL Solar Co-op

Nonprofit group Solar United Neighbors
(SUN) announced the launch of the SWFL
2023 Solar Co-op on January 17 during the
SWFL Climate & Community Summit.  The
Co-op is designed to help Lee and Collier
County households and businesses go
solar in coordination with other
homeowners, allowing the Co-op to
research and comparatively bid the multiple
home installations and benefit from bulk
purchase discounts. After bids are
evaluated by SUN and the Co-op
members, members may choose to
purchase panels and electric vehicle
chargers at a group rate, or not buy
anything at all. There is no cost to join and
learn about solar options. Contrary to
commonly cited concerns, solar panels are
able to handle hurricane-force winds, and if
paired with battery storage, keep critical
appliances and medical devices up and
running during power outages.

“Together, we’re building
a movement to
transform our electricity
system into one that is
cleaner, fairer, and

shares its benefits more broadly. And with
the ever-present threat of hurricanes,
there’s never been a better time to
strengthen the electricity grid.”

~Julia Herbst, Gulf Coast Program
Associate, Solar United Neighbors~

"Hurricane Ian was a strong
reminder of how important
energy resilience is to our
region. Rooftop solar can
be a part of the solution.
Plus it can save money for
homeowners, businesses,

cities, and nonprofits while keeping our air
cleaner."



Scan the QR code below.

We truly appreciate your
participation - Thank You!

~Bob More, Co-Chair, Sanibel-Captiva
Renewable Energy Working Group~

SUN has hosted 76 solar co-ops in Florida
since 2015, resulting in 2,341 homes and
businesses installing solar, 23 thousand kW
of solar power, $55 million in local solar
spending, and more than 698.7 million lbs.
of lifetime carbon offsets. Learn more
about upcoming co-op events and info
sessions
at solarunitedneighbors.org/swfl/events.

Our February Events

Y & How Sustainability Workshop:
What the Inflation Reduction Act Means to Me

Presented by Ms. Holly Lichtenfeld

February 1
12 - 1 pm

The Inflation Reduction Act is making the
largest investment in combatting climate
change in U.S. history. Learn about incentives
for making home improvements, purchasing
electric vehicles, and building more efficiently.

Register Here

 
Go Green, Save Green with Electric Vehicles

The transportation sector accounts for about one-
third of greenhouse gas emissions in the United
States, so transitioning from traditional, gas-
fueled vehicles to electric vehicles (EVs) will play
a key role in mitigating climate change.

As of January 1, 2023, the Inflation Reduction Act
of 2022 revised federal Clean Vehicle Credit
provisions, removing manufacturer sales caps
and expanding the scope of eligible vehicles to
include both EVs and fuel-cell EVs. Under the
IRA, vehicles that meet critical mineral
requirements OR battery component
requirements are eligible for a $3,750 tax credit. Vehicles meeting BOTH requirements
are eligible for a credit of up to $7,500. IRS Guidance and US Dept. of Treasury FAQs
offer further information.



Watch January's Y & How EV Video Recording HERE.

Good News For EVs!

A recently released National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration, Lithium-
ion Battery Safety Issues for EVs
report, addressed concerns about
post-flood EV fires, actually finding a
greater incidence in "traditional" gas-
powered vehicles.

The new National Electric Vehicle
Infrastructure program provides state
funding to create a network of
500,000 electric vehicle charging
stations, of which $198 million will go
to Florida, significantly increasing
available charging stations, and will
be overseen by the FLDOT.

February Partner Events

Landscape of Opportunities in the Sunshine State 
February 1 / 7 - 8:30 pm

The Lee County Chapter of the Climate Reality Project is pleased to
welcome Dawn Shirreffs, Florida Director of the Environmental
Defense Fund, as a special guest speaker. Dawn leads a team
focused on building climate resilience, improving access to clean
energy, and transitioning medium and heavy-duty vehicle fleets to

electric. Her talk will address an updated statewide greenhouse gas emission
study and priorities ranging from reducing the risks of Florida’s overreliance on
natural gas to the importance of nature-based resilience. 

Register for Zoom Link Here

 
Florida Solar 101: Webinar
February 25 / 6 - 7:30 pm

Learn More and
Register

Attend to learn more
about solar energy and
the SWFL Solar Co-op,
including group rates and
other numerous benefits!

Online / FREE

Monthly Partner Meetings



Join Citizens’ Climate Lobby
HERE To join a 5PM
Zoom meeting the second
Thursday of the month at
please contact Amy Clifton 
amy.clifton@me.com

The All Faiths Unitarian
Congregation Climate Action
Team meets virtually the first
Tuesday of the month from
1:30-3 pm. Contact Joan at
jfmdbm@yahoo.com

Sierra Club Calusa Group meets
virtually on the 2nd Wednesday
of each month at 7:00 pm. 
Please email Clifford Mitchem at
Sunshine@crewswflsolar.com

For the latest in climate news, stay informed with the stories below.
From climate-related weather to policy, we have you covered.

Revealed:
Exxon made

‘breathtakingly’
accurate climate

predictions in
1970s and 80s

Fast Company

The Climate
Impact of Our

Insatiable Plastic
Addiction

Bloomberg

The World
Economic Forum

Launches
Initiative to

Unlock $3 Trillion
a Year for Climate

and Nature

The Economic Times

New aircraft
design from

NASA and Boeing
could benefit

passengers in the
2030s

CNN
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