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Gearing up for the October 6th Climate

and Community Initiative Summit 

Mark October 6th on your
calendars! Growing Climate
Solu�ons, a member of the
Climate and Community

Ini�a�ve, hopes to see you at the Hya� Regency
Coconut Point Resort and Spa for a unique climate
summit, an event where residents, business owners,
and community leaders can learn about community-
wide efforts to address climate challenges and
exchange ideas about how best to make SWFL a
resilient community. The Summit will have three
sessions: the first introduces local climate challenges;
the second showcases organiza�ons implemen�ng
climate ac�ons in the region; the third will feature an
interac�ve community-engagement exercise aimed at
iden�fying and priori�zing strategies for
implementa�on. The Summit will be held in
collabora�on with the 3-day long Florida Resilience
Conference organized by Florida Shore & Beaches
Preserva�on Associa�on, so those wan�ng to
par�cipate in both events must register for each
independently.  Months in the making, we are coun�ng
on our community of concerned ci�zens to par�cipate -
and equally importantly – spread the word about this
event. Learn more at swflclimate.org

Raising climate awareness and support for related
policy and projects is important, as a recent survey of
400 SWFL adults found a�en�on to this issue is slipping
rela�ve to concerns on the economy, energy costs and
other issues. The results of the survey, which Growing

http://www.growingclimatesolutions.org/
https://growingclimatesolutions.org/stepping-up-local-climate-action/
https://growingclimatesolutions.org/2022-southwest-florida-climate-survey-in-a-nutshell/
https://growingclimatesolutions.org/2022-southwest-florida-climate-survey-in-a-nutshell/
https://growingclimatesolutions.org/stepping-up-school-sustainability/
https://growingclimatesolutions.org/the-carbon-crew-project-changing-behavior-is-easier-together/
https://growingclimatesolutions.org/the-carbon-crew-project-changing-behavior-is-easier-together/
https://growingclimatesolutions.org/curbing-the-epas-authority-means-states-and-cities-must-up-their-game/
http://swflclimate.org/


newsletter. The SWFL
Chapter of Citizens Climate
Lobby will not be holding an

August meeting.

Climate Solu�ons commissioned this spring with Lake
Partner Research, became available in June and were
released publicly in early July. The new data shows that
an overwhelming majority of residents support the
right to clean water, clean air, and clean energy...

Read more (2-minutes)
 

New Data on Southwest Florida Resident's Climate Attitudes
Reveals Shifting Perspectives and Priorities...Read More

 

Living Greener
 

Stepping Up School Sustainability

By Bridget Washburn

With just weeks
le� to cherish
summer’s slower
pace, Going-Back-
to-School sales will

soon leave store shelves void of backpacks,
notebooks, and other school
essen�als. Parent Teacher Organiza�ons,
sports teams, and clubs will kick off
fundraising efforts, and administrators will
choose the foods that find their way to school
cafeterias. School-related shopping and
ac�vi�es carry a tremendous environmental
impact. S�ll, faculty, students, and caregivers
have valuable opportuni�es to make well-
informed, sustainable choices that promote
the health of our climate and quality of life
across the globe.

Start by seeking 100% post-consumer recycled
paper products and sustainably produced
school supplies. Producing a ton of “new”,
virgin paper requires about 24 trees, while
manufacturing the same recycled product
consumes ZERO – a 100% savings! In addi�on,
manufacturing recycled paper consumes less
energy and generates only half as much
wastewater and 44% fewer greenhouse
gases than producing its virgin
counterpart. When shopping for other school
supplies, Amazon’s selec�on should please
sustainability-minded eco shoppers, with
products ranging from plant-able pencils to

Developing a Personal
Climate Action Plan with

the Carbon CREW Project 

What can sustainability champions
learn from Weight Watchers? The
high success rate seen at Weight
Watchers is in large part due to the
support, encouragement, and
camaraderie created at group
mee�ngs where clients share
knowledge and experience. Add to
this the intellectual s�mula�on of a
book club, and you have the magical
formula of a Carbon C.R.E.W.
(Carbon Reduc�on for Earth
Wellbeing) Project. 

The Carbon C.R.E.W Project provides
a powerful and fun strategy to
incen�vize climate ac�on using a
guided team approach. A small
group of like-minded friends or
neighbors gather for five, 80-minute
mee�ngs to learn about greenhouse
gas reduc�on strategies and develop
‘personal climate ac�on plans’
(PCAPs) to reduce their individual or
household’s carbon footprint: it’s a
book club on a mission. The goal is
to reverse global warming from the
bo�om up by using a visionary,
mo�va�ng blueprint to permanently
shi� behaviors in a collabora�ve
group se�ng. We would like to pilot
this program this fall - please

https://growingclimatesolutions.org/stepping-up-local-climate-action/
https://growingclimatesolutions.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/2022-Climate-Metrics-Survey-SWFL.pdf
https://growingclimatesolutions.org/2022-southwest-florida-climate-survey-in-a-nutshell/
https://environmentalpaper.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Paperwork-1.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/eco-friendly-school-supplies/s?k=eco+friendly+school+supplies


bio-based binders and recycled rubber
erasers...

Read Mor e (3 minutes)

contact Josephine DeVincenzi
at info@carboncrewproject.org...

Read More (1.5 minutes)

 

A Closer Look: Curbing the EPA's Authority Means
States and Cities Must Up Their Game

 by Dr. Ana Puszkin-Chevlin
 

The Supreme Court’s ruling limi�ng the EPA’s ability to
regulate greenhouse gas emissions was a devasta�ng
setback to the United States’ ability to address harmful
emissions and mi�gate the effects of climate change.
But as some legal experts state, “It could have been
worse”.
The ruling embraces the “major ques�ons doctrine”
limi�ng the federal agency’s ability to make policy on
issues that have major economic and poli�cal
significance. It does not, however, upend the 2007

landmark case, Massachuse�s vs EPA, that granted the EPA the ability to regulate heat-trapping
carbon pollu�on. This consequen�al but narrow ruling put it on Congress to legislate energy
policies, rather than allowing the agency experts to develop the best approach; nega�ng the
EPA’s ability to comprehensively manage emissions at the level of a statewide electric grid. It
essen�ally forces the EPA to limit its regula�on to the level of the individual energy plant...         

Read More (2 minutes) 

With insightful contributions from FGCU, a Growing Climate Solutions Founding
Partner, read on to learn about Florida's mangrove forests, seagrass meadows, and

salt marshes - and how these ecosystems store as much or more
carbon per acre than any forest on land.

Blue Carbon: How Florida's Coastal Ecosystems Help to Fight
Climate Change - and Why We Should Care 

CLIMATE NEWS...HEADLINES WORTH READING

For the latest in climate news, stay informed with the stories below, from climate-related
weather to policy, we have you covered.

FPL has plans to
eliminate carbon

emissions by
2045, relying on

solar green
hydrogen

 
Miami Herald

Category 6
Hurricane - New
Lab to simulate

200mph
Hurricanes

 
 

National Geographic

EPA Describes
How It Will

Regulate Power
Plants After

Supreme Court
Ruling

 
New York Times

Nestle and
Unilever CEOs:

We will make our
supply chains

deforestation-free
 
 

Financial Times

https://www.amazon.com/eco-friendly-school-supplies/s?k=eco+friendly+school+supplies
https://growingclimatesolutions.org/stepping-up-school-sustainability/
mailto:info@carboncrewproject.org
https://growingclimatesolutions.org/the-carbon-crew-project-changing-behavior-is-easier-together/
https://growingclimatesolutions.org/the-carbon-crew-project-changing-behavior-is-easier-together/
https://growingclimatesolutions.org/curbing-the-epas-authority-means-states-and-cities-must-up-their-game/
https://naples.floridaweekly.com/articles/blue-carbon/
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/business/article262506432.html
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/article/new-lab-to-simulate-200-mile-per-hour-hurricanes-to-make-storm-resistant-homes?rid=5715A0E66324AA9597482AEA16E0B5EB&cmpid=org=ngp::mc=crm-email::src=ngp::cmp=editorial::add=Science_20220622
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/07/07/climate/epa-greenhouse-gas-power-plant-regulations.html
https://www.ft.com/content/d0224863-6071-436d-a628-d7f3a71cb36f
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